City’s
frees
suffer
neglect

B Salem’s tree trimmers
have a hard time keeping
up with service demands.

By Theresa Novak
The Statesman Journal

Salem is called the Cherry
City, and its decadelong status
as a Tree City USA is a point of
civic pride.

But all that talk is sawdust to
Elwood Newhouse.

The owner of Elwood’s Tree
Service complains that the city
doesn’t live up to its tree-loving
reputation.

City tree protectors don’t en-
force city regulations that might
prevent chainsaw-wielding ama-
teurs from turning poplar into
pulp.

Newhouse, who can lead a tour
of what he calls Salem’s trees of
shame, said he has plenty of
backing from other tree trim-
mers, from a state urban forester
— and from the city itself.

“Yeah, well, he’s right,” said
Jim Boling, who supervises the
city’s street tree program.

Boling said it’s a simple case of
too much work for too few people.

“I've got a four-person crew
and more than 65,000 trees. I
could hire a tree trimmer right
out of high school and have him
prune a tree, and he wouldn’t get
back to it for 40 years,” Boling
said.

Cutting down hazardous trees
and keeping others trimmed
away from power lines and build-
ings tends to consume most of
the department’s $276,000 an-
nual budget. Responding to resi-
dents’ problems is another prior-
ity.

“Unfortunately, what we are
stuck with is a complaint-driven
system. That is what we respond

ABOVE: Improper
pruning takes its toll
on Salem trees. The
city’s street tree pro-
gram doesn’t have the
budget to enforce reg-

to, and we are pretty current,” ulations that might pre-
Boling said. vent amateurs from

Of course, sometimes they fall chopping up the Cher-
behind. ry City’s trees.

Last summer, city tree trim- LEFT: Eiwood New-

mers were 80 days behind in re-
sponding to complaints of dan-
gerous or overgrown trees.

The result is that a carefully
planned pruning program takes

house, owner of El-
wood’s Tree Service,
is stumped as to why
city tree protectors

a back seat to emergency sur- aren’t doing their jobs.
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